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IN OUR ROYAL OPINION:
BEST BOOKS OF 2007-2008

From members of ROYAL
(Reviewers Of Young Adult Literature)

INFORMATIONAL BOOKS
HISTORY
Deary, Terry. The wicked history of the world: history with the nasty bits left in! 
Scholastic. 2006. 9780439877862. $10.99
An illustrated, humorous introduction to world history with an emphasis on violence and 
villains.

Freedman, Russell. Who was first? : discovering the Americas. Clarion Books. 2007. 
9780618663910. $19.00
Freedman examines the ongoing debate over who really discovered America.

Wulffson, Don. Before Columbus: early voyages to the Americas. Twenty-First 
Century Books. 978082259788. $30.60
This book examines the archeological evidence that shows others may have visited or 
settled in the Americas long before Columbus.

Murphy, Jim. The real Benedict Arnold. Clarion. 2007. 9780395776094. $20.00
Drawing on Arnold's surviving writings and on the letters, memoirs, and political 
documents of his contemporaries, this is a fascinating portrait of a brilliant man, 
consistently undervalued by his peers, who made a choice that continues to reverberate 
through American history.

Greenwood, Barbara. Factory girl. Kids Can Press. 2007. 9781553376484. $18.95
The book depicts the life of working children in North American cities in the early 20th 
century describing family life in a slum, the fight to improve social conditions, and the 
plight of working children then and now.

SCIENCE
Arnold, Nick. The stunning science of everything: science with the squishy bits left 
in! Scholastic. 2006. 9780439877770. $10.99
This book is just what it says - a stunning gruesome guide to everything! Get set for a 
whirlwind tour of science - from the tiniest thing you can think of, to the universe that's 
bigger than you can ever imagine.
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Siy, Alexandra. Sneeze! Charlesbridge. 2007. 9781570916533. $16.95
Explains the causes of sneezing accompanied by magnified photographs of the causes of 
a particular sneeze.

Burns, Loree Griffin. Tracking trash: flotsam, jetsam, and the science of ocean 
motion. Houghton Mifflin. 2007. 9780618581313. $18
Describes the work of a man who tracks trash as it travels great distances by way of 
ocean currents.

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES
Barakat, Ibtisam. Tasting the sky: a Palestinian childhood. Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 
2007. 9780374357337. $16.00
This memoir tracks Barakat's amazing story of survival as a Palestinian in Isreal, largely 
through her belief in the power of words to heal.

Siddiqui, Haroon. Being Muslim: a groundwork guide. Groundwood Books. 2006. 
9780888997852. $15.95
This book presents an up-front and clear explanation of this complex and emotion-laden 
subject. Although the varying branches of Islam are analyzed and their history outlined, 
the real focus of the book is on the present.

ART
Burleigh, Robert. Paul Cezanne: a painter's journey. H.N. Abrams. 2006. 0810957841. 
$17.95
Filled with Cezanne's paintings, period photographs, and the works of his 
contemporaries, this picture book biography illuminates the life and art of Cezanne. 

GRAPHIC NOVEL
Tan, Shaun. The arrival. Scholastic. 2007. 9780439895293. $19.99
In this wordless graphic novel, a man leaves his homeland and sets off for a new country, 
where he must build a new life for himself and his family.

POETRY
Alexander, Elizabeth. Miss Crandall’s School for Young Ladies & Little Misses of 
Color. Wordsong/Boyds Mills. 2007. 9781590784563. $17.95
Poets Elizabeth Alexander and Marilyn Nelson tell the story of Prudence Crandall's 
school for African American girls opened in 1833.

Miller, Kate. Poems in black & white. Wordsong/Boyds Mills. 2007. 9781590784129. 
$17.95
Both the lyrical poems and artful monotypes in this handsomely designed volume explore 
images in black and white. Each poem is etched like frost on a windowpane, the images 
both precise and evocative.
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Grandits, John. Blue Lipstick: Concrete Poems. Clarion Books. 2007. 9780618568604. 
$15.00
A fifteen-year-old girl named Jessie voices typical—and not so typical—teenage 
concerns in this unique, hilarious collection of poems.

FICTION
FAIRYTALE / FOLKLORE VARIATIONS
Alexander, Lloyd. The golden dream of Carlo Chuchio. Henry Holt. 2007. 
9780805083330. $18.95
Naive and bumbling Carlo, his shady camel-puller Baksheesh, and Shira, a girl 
determined to return home, follow a treasure map through the deserts and cities of the 
infamous Golden Road, as mysterious strangers try in vain to point them toward real 
treasures.

Hale, Shannon. Book of a thousand days. Bloomsbury. 2007. 9781599900513. $17.95
Fifteen-year-old Dashti, sworn to obey her sixteen-year-old mistress, the Lady Saren, 
shares Saren's years of punishment locked in a tower, then brings her safely to the lands 
of her true love, where both must hide who they are as they work as kitchen maids.

HISTORICAL
Beaufrand, Mary Jane. Primavera. Little, Brown. 2008. 9780316016445. $16.99
Growing up in Renaissance Italy, Flora sees her family's fortunes ebb, but encounters 
with the artist Botticelli and the guidance of her nurse teach her to look past the material 
world to the beauty already in her life.

Hoffman, Mary. The Falconer’s Knot. Bloomsbury. 2007. 9781599900568. $16.95
Summary: Silvano and Chiara, teens sent to live in a friary and a nunnery in Renaissance 
Italy, are drawn to one another and dream of a future together, but when murders are 
committed in the friary, they must discover who is behind the crimes before they can 
realize their love.

Ferris, Jean. Underground. Farrar Straus Giroux.  2007. 9780374372439. $16.00
In 1839, Charlotte Brown is sold north to Kentucky, where she becomes a maid at 
Mammoth Cave Hotel, falls in love with one of the tour guides there, and gets involved in 
the Underground Railroad.

Schlitz, Laura Amy. A drowned maiden's hair: a melodrama. Candlewick. 2006. 
9780763629304. $15.99
At the Barbary Asylum for Female Orphans, eleven-year-old Maud is adopted by three 
spinster sisters moonlighting as mediums who take her home and reveal to her the role 
she will play in their seances.

Miller, Sarah Elizabeth. Miss Spitfire: reaching Helen Keller. Atheneum. 2007. 
9781416925422. $16.99
At age twenty-one, partially-blind, lonely but spirited Annie Sullivan travels from 
Massachusetts to Alabama to try and teach six-year-old Helen Keller, deaf and blind 
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since age two, self-discipline and communication skills. Includes historical notes and 
timeline.

L'Engle, Madeleine. The joys of love. Farrar Straus Giroux. 2008. 9780374338701. 
$16.95
After graduating from college in 1941, Elizabeth Jerrold pursues her dream of becoming 
a stage actress, landing a position as an apprentice in a summer theater company where 
she hones her acting skills and falls in love with an aspiring director.

Compestine, Ying Chang. Revolution is not a dinner party. Henry Holt. 2007. 
9780805082074. $16.95
Starting in 1972 when she is nine years old, Ling, the daughter of two doctors, struggles 
to make sense of the communists' Cultural Revolution, which empties stores of food, 
homes of appliances deemed "bourgeois," and people of laughter.

CONTEMPORARY
Abdel-Fattah, Randa. Does my head look big in this? Scholastic/Orchard Books.2007. 
$16.99
Year Eleven at an exclusive prep school in the suburbs of Melbourne, Australia, would be 
tough enough, but it is further complicated for Amal when she decides to wear the hijab, 
the Muslim head scarf, full-time as a badge of her faith--without losing her identity or 
sense of style.

Giles, Gail. Right behind you. Little, Brown. 2007. 9780316166362. $15.99
After spending over four years in a mental institution for murdering a friend in Alaska, 
fourteen-year-old Kip begins a completely new life in Indiana with his father and 
stepmother under a different name, but not only has trouble fitting in, he finds there are 
still problems to deal with from his childhood.

Mackey, Weezie Kerr. Throwing like a girl. Marshall Cavendish. 2007. 
9780761453420. $16.99
After moving from Chicago to Dallas in the spring of her sophomore year, fifteen-year-
old Ella finds that joining the softball team at her private school not only helps her make 
friends, it also provides unexpected opportunities to learn and grow.

SCIENCE FICTION
Pearson, Mary E. The adoration of Jenna Fox. Henry Holt. 2008. 9780805076684. 
$16.95
 In the not-too-distant future, when biotechnological advances have made synthetic 
bodies and brains possible but illegal, a seventeen-year-old girl, recovering from a serious 
accident and suffering from memory lapses, learns a startling secret about her existence.

SHAKESPEARE RELATED THEMES
Klein, Lisa M. Ophelia. Bloomsbury. 2006. 9781582348018. $16.95
Summary: In a story based on Shakespeare's Hamlet, Ophelia tells of her life in the court 
at Elsinore, her love for Prince Hamlet, and her escape from the violence in Denmark.
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Cooney, Caroline B. Enter three witches: a story of Macbeth. Scholastic.  2007. 
9780439711562. $16.99
Lady Mary, daughter of the traitor Lord Cawdor and ward of Lord and Lady Macbeth, 
witnesses the prediction of three witches that Macbeth will become king and its 
consequences as the couple gains the throne.

Shakespeare, William. Hamlet. Illustrated by Neil Babra. Sterling Press. 2008. 
9781411498730. $9.90
An adaptation of Shakespeare's Hamlet in graphic novel format. Series: No Fear 
Shakespeare.

AWARD WINNERS
Curtis, Christopher Paul. Elijah of Buxton. Scholastic. 2007. 9780439023443. $16.99
In 1859, eleven-year-old Elijah Freeman, the first free-born child in Buxton, Canada, 
which is a haven for slaves fleeing the American south, uses his wits and skills to try to 
bring to justice the lying preacher who has stolen money that was to be used to buy a 
family's freedom. (CORETTA SCOTT KING AUTHOR AWARD/ NEWBERY 
HONOR)

Selznick, Brian. The Invention of Hugo Cabret. Scholastic. 9780439813785. $22.99
When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks within the walls of a 
Paris train station in 1931, meets a mysterious toyseller and his goddaughter, his 
undercover life and his biggest secret are jeopardized. (RANDOLPH CALDECOTT 
MEDAL)

SERIES
LITTLE SECRETS
Blake, Emily. Playing with fire. Point. 2006. 9780545028240. $4.99
Alison Rose, is caught in the middle of a family feud when her mother, Helen Rose, a 
successful businesswoman, is arrested for embezzlement, grand larceny and tax evasion.

Blake, Emily. No accident. Point. 2006. 9780545028257. $4.99
Zoey has just earned herself a new best enemy. Is she up for the fight? How far will he go 
to mask the truth?

SISTERS GRIMM
Buckley, Michael. Magic and other misdemeanors. Amulet Books. 2007. 
9780810993587. $14.95
Fairy-tale detectives Sabrina and Daphne Grimm face their first case without Granny 
Relda's help when the future gets mixed up with the past in Ferryport Landing, and 
because some of the future does not look bright, Puck helps them try to make some 
changes.
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ATHERTON
Carman, Patrick. Atherton: the house of power. Little, Brown. 2007. 9780316166706. 
$16.99
Summary: Edgar, an eleven-year-old orphan, finds a book that reveals significant secrets 
about Atherton, the strictly divided world on which he lives, even as geological changes 
threaten to shift the power structure that allows an elite few to live off the labor of others.

UNDERLAND CHRONICLES
Collins, Suzanne. Gregor and the Code of Claw. Scholastic. 2007. 9780439791434. 
$17.99
When twelve-year-old Gregor finally learns the ancient prophecy, which foretells his 
death, he must gather his courage to defend Regalia from the army of rats, take his 
mother and sister home safely, and fight his own dark side.

DE GRANVILLE TRILOGY 
Grant, K. M. Blaze of silver. Walker. 2007. 9780802796257. $16.95
Using principles of their shared Muslim faith to persuade him, an agent of the Old Man 
of the Mountain convinces Kamil to lead Will and Ellie into a trap, but Kamil repents and 
seeks a way to save his friends and redeem himself.

KEYS TO THE KINGDOM 
Nix, Garth. Lady Friday.  Scholastic. 2007. 9780439700887. $17.99 
Young Arthur Penhaligon must weigh an offer from Lady Friday that is either a cunning 
trap for the Rightful Heir or a golden opportunity that he must seize.

SHABANU
Staples, Suzanne Fisher. The house of djinn. Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 2008. 
9780374399368. $16.95
An unexpected death brings Shabanu's daughter, Mumtaz, and nephew, Jameel, both 
aged fifteen, to the forefront of an attempt to modernize Pakistan, but the teens must both 
sacrifice their own dreams if they are to meet family and tribal expectations.

HIGHER INSTITUTE OF VILLAINOUS EDUCATION
Walden, Mark. H.I.V.E.: Higher Institute of Villainous Education. Simon & Schuster. 
2007. 9781416935711. $15.99
Clever enough to trick the most powerful man in the country, 13-year-old Otto Malpense 
is a perfect candidate to become a villain. Dr. Nero, the headmaster at H.I.V.E. (Higher 
Institute for Villainous Education) selects Otto to be kidnapped and tutored in the art of 
villainy.
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